Depression and partial epilepsy: relevance of laterality of the epileptic focus.
In a prospective study of 50 epileptic patients (20 with a left hemisphere epileptic focus, 20 with a right one and 10 with a cryptogenic generalized epilepsy), the authors show that depression as appreciated by the H.A.R.D. score, is more frequent and severe in partial epilepsy in males, and when the epileptic focus is localized on left hemisphere. This association is related to the duration of epilepsy, the number of seizures, but not to age or medication status. Vulnerability of left hemisphere to depression is analysed, and neuro-chemical mechanisms are discussed.